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Ablution Cup (with Ablution Cloth)
• A small bowl-like container, located near the 

tabernacle.

• After the distribution of Holy Communion, the 
minister of Holy Communion returns the Ciborium 
to the tabernacle, and dips his thumb and index 
finger into the water held by the ablution cup.  He 
then wipes his fingers on the ablution cloth.

At Saint Patrick, there is also an 
ablution cup on the credence 
table for the EMHCs to use after 
distributing Holy Communion.



Alb
• From the Latin word “albus” meaning 

“white.”  A long white tunic worn by 
the Romans and Greeks until around 
400 AD.  In the Liturgy, it is the symbol 
of purity and a reminder of Baptism.

The priest wears an alb under his 
vestments.
The servers who don’t wear a cassock 
and surplice also wear an alb & 
cincture matching the liturgical color.

PRIEST’S ALB SERVER’S ALB



Altar
• The large table in the center 

of the sanctuary.  It reminds 
us of a table (because the 
Mass is a meal that unites 
us), but it also should 
remind us of the Old 
Testament altars (because 
the Mass is also a sacrifice).  
Finally, it reminds us of a 
tomb, especially since it is an 
ancient symbol of Christ.

The back of the 
altar contains a 
reliquary, where 
the relics of 
many saints are 
stored.



Altar Candles

• The pure wax extracted by bees
from flowers symbolizes the 
pure flesh of Christ received 
from Mary.

• The wick signifies the soul of 
Christ.

• The flame represents His 
divinity.

• The number of lit candles often
signifies the “level” of Mass 
celebrated that day (solemnity, 
feast, memorial or ferial day).



Altar Cross

• Small crucifix that is placed on 
(or near) the altar and is 
usually facing the priest.

• It is a means for the priest and 
the faithful to focus on the 
central mystery of salvation 
made present at the Mass and 
symbolized by the crucifix.

• When Mass is celebrated 
facing the people, this crucifix 
establishes “liturgical east”.



Ambo
• The structure from which the 

Sacred Scriptures are read and 
the Gospel is proclaimed.

• Ordinarily, the priest or deacon 
also delivers the homily (not a 
sermon) from here. 

Don’t refer to it as a “pulpit” or “podium”.



Ambry

• Used for displaying the oils consecrated by 
the Bishop during Holy Week at the Chrism 
Mass.

• The three oils are the Oil of the Sick (OI), the 
Oil of the Catechumens (OC or OS), and the 
Sacred Chrism Oil (SC).



Amice
• A rectangular linen cloth, which has two 

strings and is placed over the shoulders 
and around the neck; the strings are then 
tied about the waist.

• The amice has the purpose of covering the 
everyday clothing, even if it is the priest's 
clerical garb.

• With the reference to St. Paul's Letter to 
the Ephesians (6:17), the amice is 
understood as "the helmet of salvation," 
that must protect him who wears it from 
the demon's temptations, especially evil 
thoughts and desires, during the liturgical 
celebration.

FRONT

BACK



Aspersory & Aspergillum

• From the Latin word “aspergere” 
which means “to sprinkle.”

• The aspergillum is usually a short 
metal baton with one end 
perforated.

• It is dipped into a container of 
holy water (aspersory) and then 
used to sprinkle the congregation.

These are typically used during the Easter 
season during the Penitential Rite of Mass.



Baptismal Font

• Often placed at or near the 
entrance to the church to
remind believers of their
Baptism as they enter the
Church to pray.



Biretta

• Stiff square hat with three or
four rounded ridges.

• The color designates the
wearer’s rank:  red for 
cardinals, purples for bishops, 
and black for priests.



Boat
• Holds the grains of incense and 

usually includes a spoon for 
scooping out the incense.



Book of the Gospels

• Book containing the Gospel that is to 
be proclaimed at Mass.

• It is reverently carried in by the deacon 
(or in his absence, a reader) during the 
procession, and is then placed in the 
stand on the altar.

• The four pictures depict the symbols 
for the four evangelists:  Matthew 
(angel), Mark (lion), Luke (ox), and 
John (eagle.

We usually use this exclusively on 
Sundays and feast days.



Burse
• Holds the corporal that will be placed on 

the altar.

• Helps prevent any small particles of the 
Eucharist (each of which is 100% Jesus) 
from ending up on the ground.



Candle Lighter & Extinguisher

• Servers use this at the 
beginning and end of Mass for 
lighting and extinguishing the 
candles.



Cassock

• "Ankle-length garment" is the 
literal meaning of the 
corresponding 
Latin term, vestis talaris.

• It is related to the habit, which 
is traditionally worn 
by nuns, monks, and friars.

• Black color symbolizes poverty 
and death to self.



Chalice
• From the Latin word “calix,” 

meaning “cup,” but the formal 
word “chalice” should be used. 

• It is made of gold or other precious 
materials.

The priest will consume the Precious 
Blood from the large chalice 
(pictured above) and the rest of the 
congregation receives from the other 
small chalices (pictured below).



Chalice Veil
• From the Latin word, “velum,” 

which means “a veil.”

• A covering for the chalice of the 
same design and color as the 
chasuble worn by the priest.

• The chalice veil reminds us of 
the curtain setting apart the 
Holy of Holies, and prompts us 
to approach the altar aware of 
our unworthiness to enter into
union with God.

• The removal of the veil 
following the Liturgy of the 
Word signifies that the sacred 
mysteries are about to be 
revealed.

• Same color as vestments.



Chasuble

• From the Latin word meaning 
“little house.”

• Modern chasubles reflect the 
liturgical color of the season or 
feast being celebrated.

During Mass the chasuble, a symbol of 
charity, should always be worn ON TOP 
of the stole, a symbol of authority, 
because the priest’s charity should 
always temper his exercise of 
power/authority.



Ciborium

• From the Latin word “cibus” meaning “food.”

• The plural is “ciboria.”

• A sacred vessel that holds the Eucharistic 
hosts that will be distributed to the 
congregation.

• They usually also have a lid.

There is great variety in the shape and size of 
ciboria.  For example, the small ciborium 
(pictured below) is used for  bringing the 
Eucharist to those in the choir loft who will 
receive Holy Communion.



Cincture

• From the Latin word meaning “to gird”.

• It is a rope belt that is usually white.

• It is a symbol of chastity and is worn around the 
waist and over the alb.

The servers who don’t 
wear a cassock also 
wear a cincture 
(matching the liturgical 
color) on top of their 
alb.

PRIEST’S TIED CINCTURE

UNTIED



Consecration Bells

• The bells that are rung 3 
times (with a slight pause in 
between) at the epiclesis, 
the elevation of the host 
after the words of 
consecration, and the 
elevation of the chalice 
after the words of 
consecration.



Consecration Candles

• These 12 candles and crosses mark the 12 
spots where the bishop anointed the walls of 
the church during the rite of dedication.

• These candles are only lit on the anniversary of 
the dedication, Christmas, Easter, and the 
patronal feast day (March 17-at Saint Patrick).



Cope

• Heel-length semi-circular 
cloak (cape) open in 
front fastened by clasps, 
worn during Benediction, 
funeral services, 
Baptisms, weddings, and 
other select liturgical 
occasions (other than 
Mass).

FRONT BACK



Corporal
• From the Latin “corpus,” meaning “body.”

• The square cloth placed in the center of 

the altar on which the chalice and paten 

rest during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.

• The corporal is folded in such a way (in 

thirds from the top and bottom and in 

thirds from the left and right) so that any 

small pieces of the Eucharist will safely be 

contained inside of it.

By default, all the bread/wine on the 
corporal is what will be transformed into 
the Body & Blood of Christ.



Credence Table(s)
• The small, moveable table 

located off to the side of 
the altar, which holds the 
necessary items for 
liturgical functions, 
particularly the Mass, such 
as the chalice, ciborium , 
cruets, etc.

At St. Patrick there are two 
credence tables (north credence 
table and south credence table)



Crozier

• Also called pastoral staff

• A staff with a curved topis a symbol of the Good 
Shepherd

• Is carried by a bishop



Cruet

• Two small pitchers (with lids) which 
contain water and wine.



Dalmatic

FRONT SIDE

• A robe with wide sleeves; it 
reaches to the knees, is closed 
in front, and is open on the 
sides as far as the shoulder.

• Has two vertical stripes 
running from the shoulder to 
the hem.

• Symbolic of the sufferings of 
Christ

• It is said that the vestment 
admonished the servant of the 
altar to offer himself as an 
acceptable sacrifice to God.



Decanter/Flagon

• The pitcher like vessel used to hold the 
wine which will be consecrated at Mass.



Finger Towel

• The cloth the priest uses to dry 
fingers.



Host
• The unleavened bread that has been 

cut into circles and is often pressed 
with sacred images.

• Locally, our hosts are made by the Poor 
Clares nuns right here in Kokomo.

The large hosts (pictured above) are typically 
consumed by the priest and the small hosts 
(pictured below) by the congregation.



Humeral Veil
• From the Latin word meaning “upper arm”

• A scarf-like vestment, usually ornately 
decorated, which covers the hands of the 
priest/deacon when he is touching or 
carrying sacred objects such as the 
monstrance during Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

• The humeral veil is worn in reverence, so 
that the ends of the veil, and not the hands 
of the minister, touch the sacred object.

Although there are other colors of humeral 
veils in the priest sacristy at St. Patrick, only 
the white/gold are permitted for use.

FRONT BACK



Incense
• Granulated or powdered aromatic resin 

that is burned during liturgical services 
(such as processions and Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament, funeral Masses, 
and dedication of churches) and 
releases a fragrant odor.

• The rising of incense during our liturgy 
symbolizes the rising of our prayers to 
God (see Ps 141:2, Rev 8:3-5).



Lavabo Bowl

• The bowl used while the 
server pours water over the 
priests hands.

• During this action, the 
priest recites the words 
based on Psalm 51 “Wash 
me, O Lord, from my 
iniquity and cleanse me 
from my sin.”



Lectionary

• The liturgical book containing 
the Scripture readings that 
are proclaimed during the 
Liturgy of the Word at Mass.



Luna/Lunette

• A circular receptacle with glass 
sides, metal circled with gold 
or gilded metal to hold the 
Sacred Host upright in the 
monstrance.

• It comes from the Latin 
word luna, meaning moon.



Maniple
• Commonly connected with the bonds 

which held the hands of the Savior.

• In the prayer offered by 
the priest when putting on the maniple 
are symbolized the cares and sorrows 
of this earthly life which should be 
borne with patience in view of the 
heavenly reward.

• Often worn on the left (Latin sinister) 
arm as a reminder of binding those 
one’s tendency to sin.

• No longer used regularly.



Mitre (also spelled “Miter”)
• Liturgical headdress worn by popes, 

cardinals, abbots, and bishops of the 
Latin Rite.

• It is a folding two-pieced stiffened cap 
of silk or linen, often richly ornamented 
with gold embroidery, united with a 
piece of soft material allowing the two 
stiffened pieces to be folded together.

• It usually has two fringed lappets that 
hang down the back.

• It is always removed when the 
celebrant prays.



Monstrance
• From the Latin word “monstrare” 

meaning “to show,” or “to point out.”

• The sacred vessel designed to expose the 
Eucharist to the faithful during adoration 
and Benediction in a church or while the 
Blessed Sacrament is being carried in 
procession.

• Oftentimes, the glass enclosure is 
surrounded by rays that emanate in all 
directions, symbolizing the infinite 
outpouring of graces that flow from the 
Blessed Sacrament upon those who 
worship and adore it.



• A place of welcome -
the gathering space at 
the main entranced to 
the church building, 
just outside the nave.

• Historically, it was a 
place to allow those 
not eligible for 
admittance into the 
general congregation 
(particularly 
catechumens and 
penitents) to hear and 
partake of the service.

Narthex



Nave
• It is the main part

of the church that
also includes the
center aisle.

• Churches are 
traditionally built 
in the shape of the 
cross, and the nave 
corresponds to the 
part for the Body 
of Christ.

• Thus, it is the part 
of a church 
traditionally set 
apart for the laity.



Ordo
• Small booklet (specific to a diocese) that 

lays out the prayers, readings, colors, etc. 
to be used for Mass and the Liturgy of the 
Hours.



Pall
• From the Latin word, “pallium,” which means 

“a mantle.” A square made of linen stiffened 
with cardboard and used as a cover for the 
chalice.

• Not be confused with the long cloth with the 
same name that is used to cover the casket as a 
reminder of the deceased person’s Baptism.



Paschal (Easter) Candle
• From the Latin word “Pascha” (from the 

Hebrew “Pesah” which refers to the lamb 
that was sacrificed during the Passover.

• A large, ornamented candle which is first 
lit during the Easter Vigil Mass.

• The Paschal Candle is one of the primary 
symbols of the risen Christ and remains lit 
throughout the fifty days of the Easter 
season.

• After Pentecost, it is used during Baptism 
and funeral liturgies as a reminder of the 
centrality of the Paschal Mystery in the 
Christian life.



Paten
• A thin, round, flat metal 

vessel used to hold the large 
Eucharistic host during the 
Mass.

• A similar vessel with a handle 
attached to it that servers 
use to catch any hosts or 
particles from the hosts that 
may fall during reception of 
Holy Communion.



Presider’s Chair

• The symbolism of the priest’s chair is 
derived from the bishop’s chair found 
in every cathedral.

• Accordingly the priest celebrant’s chair 
is distinguished from the seating for 
other ministers by its design and 
placement.

• The chair of the priest celebrant 
signifies his office of presiding over the 
gathering and of directing the prayer.



Processional Candles
• Also referred to as 

“torches”.

• They are used during the
processional and also are
used in conjunction with
the thurible/incense at the
time of the consecration.

At Saint Patrick, these are only 
used at Masses during which the 
Guardians serve.



Processional Cross

• This is the cross mounted on top of a tall 
pole. It is carried at the head of the 
procession by a server (unless someone 
is carrying the thurible and incense) and 
placed in a special stand in the 
sanctuary.



Purificator
• From the Latin word “purgare” 

which means “to cleanse or to 
purify.”

• A linen “napkin” (but don’t call it 
that) used to wipe the chalice after 
each person receives the Precious 
Blood and used by the priest as he 
purifies the vessels.

At St. Patrick, the purificator
used by the priest has a more 
ornate cross; the one used by 
EMHCs is more plain.

LEFT:  Cross on 
EMHC’s purificator
RIGHT:  Cross on 
priest’s purificator



Pyx
• A small sacred vessel that is used to 

privately carry the Blessed 
Sacrament to the sick and the 
homebound.



Roman Missal

• The large book, used by the priest, that 
contains the prayers, directives, and rubrics 
for the celebration of Mass.



Sacrarium

• Special sink that is usually 
located in the sacristy. All sacred 
vessels are rinsed in this sink.

• The drain of the sacrarium goes 
directly into the ground. 

At St. Patrick, the Baptismal font 
drains directly into the ground 
and is often used like a sacrarium
when it is drained each Saturday.



Sacristy (“working sacristy / priest sacristy”)
• The room(s) where the things for Mass are prepared and where the priest will 

vest for Mass.

At St. Patrick, there are TWO sacristies so that the priest can focus on prayer & 
reflection as he vests instead of being distracted by the necessary preparations.

“Working Sacristy” “Priest Sacristy”



Sanctuary

• The area at the front of the 
church where the altar, 
ambo, and chairs for those 
serving in the liturgy are 
located.

At St. Patrick, the three steps 
inscribed with the Latin word 
for “holy”, “sanctus” indicate 
the entrance of this holy area, 
reminiscent of the “Holy of 
Holies” in the Temple in 
Jerusalem.



Sanctuary Lamp

• An oil lamp or wax candle 
that burns near the 
Tabernacle.

• It is always lit when the 
Blessed Sacrament is 
reserved in the Tabernacle in 
churches or chapels as a sign 
of honor shown to our Lord; 
a sign that the Lord is 
present.



Sanctus Bells

• Bells rung to signal the beginning of Mass.

• The congregation stands when the bells are rung.



Stole

• Symbol of authority.

• Worn over one shoulder 
by deacon, both shoulders 
by a priest.

PRIEST’S STOLE DEACON’S STOLE



Surplice
• A white large-sleeved 

loose-fitting garment 
worn over the cassock 
and reaching almost to 
the knees, usually made 
of linen or cotton and 
sometimes decorated 
with lace.

At St. Patrick, the Guardians 
wear the yellow-trimmed 
surplices and the middle 
school boys where the 
green-trimmed surplices.



Tabernacle
• The tabernacle was first intended for 

the reservation of the Eucharist in a 

worthy place so that it could be 

brought to the sick and those absent 

outside of Mass. As faith in the real 

presence of Christ in his Eucharist 

deepened, the Church became 

conscious of the meaning of silent 

adoration of the Lord present under 

the Eucharistic species. It is for this 

reason that the tabernacle should be 

located in an especially worthy place 

in the church and should be 

constructed in such a way that it 

emphasizes and manifests the truth 

of the real presence of Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament. (CCC #1379)



Tabernacle Candles
• Lighting of these 

candles on the high 
altar is normally 
reserved for Sundays 
and major feast days; 
although the two 
candles closest to the 
tabernacle are still lit at 
other Masses.



Thurible/Censor

• It is used to incense various people and 
items through the course of the Mass.

• The rising smoke of the incense symbolizes 
the prayers of the faithful rising to heaven.

• Incense has been, since ancient times, used 
as part of sacrifice and offerings.

• In Catholic theology, the Mass is a sacrifice, 
so incense is used to create a "sweet smell" 
for those items being sacrificed, our lives 
and the bread and wine that become the 
body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus 
Christ.



Votive Candles
• The light signifies our prayer 

offered in faith coming into 

the light of God— allowing 

us to be filled with His light.

• With the light of faith, we 

petition our Lord in prayer, or 

petition the saint for 

intercession— to pray with 

us and for us to the Lord.

• The light also shows a 

special reverence and our 

desire to remain present to 

the Lord in prayer even 

though we may depart and 
go about our daily business.

SACRED HEART SIDE (RED)

BLESSED VIRGIN SIDE (BLUE)



Zuccheto

• Color indicates the rank of the 
wearer.

• In today’s world, there is no 
practical need for the zucchetto as 
the tonsure is obsolete and 
churches are heated.

• Its continued use keeps the cleric 
ever-mindful of the ordination 
promise of obedience, and ever-
watchful for the sacramental 
presence of Christ.



Review – What is each of the following called?
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8



Answers (1-8)
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

Luna Finger Towel Candle Lighter Ordo

Credence Table Roman Missal Burse Cope



Review – What is each of the following called?
9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16



Answers (9-16)
9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

Cincture Crozier Ciboria Altar

Sacristy Boat Nave Decanter/Flagon



Review – What is each of the following called?
17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24



Answers (17-24)
17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

Ambry Humeral Veil Sacrarium Incense

Paten Surplice Sanctus Bells Processional Cross



Review – What is each of the following called?
25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32



Answers (25-32)
25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

Altar Cross Pyx Cassock Zuccheto

Consecration Candle Dalmatic Ambo Narthex



Review – What is each of the following called?
33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40



Answers (33-40)
33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Cruet Purificator Processional Candle Pall

Stole Amice Sanctuary Consecration Bells



Review – What is each of the following called?
41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48



Answers (41-48)
41 42 43 44

45 46 47 48

Thurible/Censor Sanctuary Lamp Tabernacle Hosts

Biretta Lavabo Bowl Paschal Candle Lectionary



Review – What is each of the following called?
49 50 51

53 54 55

52

56



Answers (49-56)
49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

Votive Candles Maniple Ablution Bowl Tabernacle Candles

Alb Altar Candles Books of the Gospels Chalice Veil



Review – What is each of the following called?
57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64



Answers (57-64)
57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64

Baptismal Font Presider’s Chair Corporal
Aspersory &
Aspergillum

Chalice Chasuble Miter/Mitre Monstrance


